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of other powers, then I say that not only is the ex-
penditure upon this costly instrument thrown away,
but this great engine, used by civilised society for the
purpose of maintaining peace, is perverted into a cause
of hostility and war."
This memorable debate lasted till past daybreak on
the morning of 29th June 1850. Peel, as he walked
home in the bright summer morning, said to the friend
who accompanied him that he felt at peace with all
men. It is said that on the following day both he and
Lady Peel were oppressed with a feeling of despondency
and a sense of impending evil for which there was
nothing to account. After a few hours' rest he attended
a meeting of the Commissioners of the proposed Great
Exhibition of 1851. Late in the afternoon lie went out
for his accustomed ride on horseback, Lady Peel having
specially urged him to do so as a means of shaking oft
the despondency which oppressed him. After leaving his
name at Buckingham Palace, he proceeded along Constitu-
tion Hill, where his horse being startled became suddenly
restive, and Peel, who was always a careless and never
a very skilful horseman, was thrown violently to the
ground. Assistance was promptly at hand, and a
passing carriage conveyed the stricken statesman, whose
injuries were already ascertained to be serious, in a
fainting condition to his residence in Whitehall Gardens.
On his arrival he recovered himself slightly and walked
into the house, where he was met by Lady Peel, who
had already been told of the accident. The meeting
overpowered him, and he swooned in the arms of the
physician who had witnessed the accident and accom-
panied him to his house. He was laid on a sofa in the